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Dime-ic b~s-qJ~~ternury alkaloids having strong muscle-relaxmf (curarizing) acf ivi ty are well 
known as active principles i n  a-row and dart poisons made from South American species of 

colated from the African - S.usa-nbclrenjis __ _- - _- - - - - Gilg, likawise CI sou-ce o f  arrow poison. South- 
East Asia7 S'ryGhioj ~ species are also arrow- and dart-poison inyred;ents, b j t  primarily 
because of their content of the potverfully convJlsaif strychnine (Bisset & Phillipson, 1976). 

In 1891, when Wray was with S m a i  Semi aborigins i n  north-west Malaysia $3 collected 
specimens O F  their dart poisons and the plants fr0.n which they supposedly were derived. 
Late: on, phurmasologica! studies indicclfed that some of these materials might hovd cura-i- 
zing a,;tivlty (Bisset & Woods, 1965). 

%me ofwray's specimens are s t i l l  h-Id i n  the Museum of Economic Botani, Kew, a i d  i n  ;hi: 

Museum or thcs Pha-maceutical Society, Bradford. bo'l a'tar and lampmy, poison; said to be 
based only on Strychns, a73 the associated plant materials, now recogn:sed as belonginj to 
s. vanprukii Cra'b, h i v z  been -e - e x m i  ned. 

The only Jlka'oids which mJ!d be iden:ified i n  the ipohakar plant material were indolo- 
p,t:idinD-qJinolizidinoncss (Bisset 8, Phillipson, 1976), bJ?-ti<se were not detected i n  either 
of the poisons. 

&nos such as - S.toxifera ---- Rob. SchDmb.ex Lindl. Similar compounds h3.42 :ecen:ly bean str)[- - - - -  

On analysis, thz two p3isox the following data: 

lpoh akar poison Lampong p3ison -- 
Tertiary a I ka loids 12% 1% 
Qua ternary alkaloids 17% 9 % 
Cardiotonic glyco;ides 11% 21 % 

Each had strychnin,? as the m i o i  tertia:-y base a i d  each csn'ained macujine B and bis- 
qntei-nary climeric and unidentified alkaloids in th- quaterni-y h s e  fraction. Extracts from 
Malaysian janples of - S. ---- ignatii Berg, were chromatogaphica'ly similar to  th's corresponding 
extracts from the two da-t parsons and thsefore it i s  this species, rath2.- t h m  - S.vanprukii, __ - . - - . 
which i s  cmjidered to be the true source of the alkaloids i n  the p2iso-x. @-Antiarin 'was 
identified i n  the ca-diotonic glycoside fraction of ipoh akar poison und Q- a7cl B-antiarins 
i n  t h i t  of lampong pDison, so that, in confradiction with :hfs info-mation given by Wray, 
Antiaris toxicaiia 1e;ch. must have been used in  the prepaiation of the products (B:ssef, 
1962). The two poisons, l ike many others made 5./ the Se.na: S;.noi aborigines (Bisset & 
woods, 1966), were nixed Stryih io:/Antia-is - poisons. 
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